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TO THE 


Truly Religious Gentlewoman, 
AND 
His much endeared FR TE ND, 


Miſtris ANNE BASSANO. 


Much Honoured in Chriſt, 


BAR? Hunbly bere preſent you with the 
v9 9 firſt-born of m1y Meditations , which 
IE were ever yet publiſhed to the eye of 
the World.  T durſt never till now, 
adventure any thing out abroad; and therefore 
this firſt piece cannot but go fromme , witha kind 
of Virgin blaſh. 1 newer yet judged any of my weak, 
labours worthy of a curious eye to look upon: Sex- 
feble Iam, that my parts are as low asmy perſon; 
and therefore bithertoit hath been mine only ambi- 
| A 2 tion 


Toe Epiſtle Dedicatiry. 

tion , to do good ameng mine own people in mine 
own ſphere. But truly, the love, andreſpeSis . 
in my Minifterial work , which I alwayes met 
with from your dear yoke-fellow, now with Chriſt, 
while he ſojourned with us here below in this wal- 
ley of tears, forces me to this thankfull retaliation, 
and makes me willing that the World ſhould know 
baw utach I was indebted to him. AST have loſt 
avery loving Neighbour ; ſo have you a moſt 
dear and, tender Husband. But it is not my 
deſire, or deſign to renew or aggravate your ſar- 
row under this ſad flroke, but rather contrarily,ts 
preſent you with ſomething { that through the 
ſtrength of Chriſt  ) might lighten your burden. 1 
know you are like Hannah, a Woman of atrou- 
bled Spirit, at all times, but much more now, 
that you bhavemore than ordinary to do and ſuf- 
fer; and your adverſary is moſt buſy , now 
he finds you at the weakeſt: And therefore, the 
good Lord forbid, that by this Sermon I fhould 
add. to. your 'Aﬀtidtion., - in which already 
| your cup runneth over: Tonly beg of you, that 
you would ſeriouſly read., and remember this 
Sermon, but flrive to forget the fad »ecaſron of- 
it. Oh do not with Rachel refuſe to be com- 
forted ; 


T be Epiſtle Dedicatory, 

forted ;Confident I am, you are dear 10 Chiſt 
though too too cruel. to your ſelf ;, and that 
your Spirit zs clean, though wery cloudy; and 
that you are achild of light though you ſo often ſit 
in darkneſs. The dead never complain as you 
do( Ifear too much) and darkneſs could never re- 
veal ſo much darkneſs as you dayly mourn under. 
Black thoughts which we continually reſiſt , and 
pray againſt , are but the ſmoakof the bottomleſs 
Pitt they flow from Satans envy againſt us, uot 
our enmity againſt God. We muſt with thank: 
fulneſs take comfort in the graceof Chriſt in us, 
as well as allways be poring on our own wants 
and weakneſſes: Our Father expeSis we ſbould 
walk thank fully, as well as bumbly , and that 
we ſhould melt under his goodneſs, as well as our 
own unworthineſy. Our dear Saviour a little be- 
fore bis death, begins bis laſt Sermon to his Dij- 
ciples , John x 4. 1.with this, uot only Counſel, 
but Command, Let not your bearts be troubled, 
ye believe in God beliews alſo iu me: intimating, 
that we may be guilty of Gaſpel-diſob:dience and 
unbelief, þy. being tos much troubled , as well as 
by being too mech defective berein. Our infinite- 
ly gracious Gork bath. made large and ſtrong 5 ro- 


viſron 


The FpillleDeaicatory. 
wiſton in his Word, as well for the conſolation of 
bis ſervants here, as for their ſalvation hereaf. | 
ter: be hath given us not only his Word, but bis 
Oath , That by too imumtable things, in which it | 
z8 impoſſible for God to Iye, we might have a* 
Ea ſtrong conſolation , Heb. 6. 18. even a formi- 
7 dable,giant-like conſolation as the word ſignifyeth; 
and indeed ſtrong food calls for ſtrong labour  'at 
we ſhould be ſirong inthe Lord in point of duty , 
ſo in point of comfort, ſeeing he hath given us ſuch 
ftrong encouragement, even the higheſt ſecarity 
in the World, his ownWord, and Oath to feed 
upon. Oh wha ſhall ſee you come up to 4 
full aſſurance of faith ; unto which all believers 
ſhould give all diligence : I know you dare not 
allow your ſelfin any ene ſin willingly ; do not do 
it m this, in Fathering a ſpiritual untruth upon 
your ſelf, that you are an Hypocrite. How an-_ 
gry was God with Jobs friends for this untrue , 
and uncharitable cenſure concerning him? nothing 
but a ſacrifice from Job hiniſelf for them would 
appeaſe him: and it is worth ihe minding , the 
nature of Gods enditement again$t them, Job 42. 
7. Vehawe not ſpoken of Me, the thing that is 


right, why, their DoCtrine was true, _ not 
P- 


T be Epiſil: Dedicatory. 
Application ; tie Premiſes they laid down were 
ſound, though the Concluſton were rotten, con- 
cerning Jobs rottenneſs. Now God interprets this 
as falſe d)Girine, as ſpeaking an untruth con- 
cerning himſelf, Paul, while $aul; perſecuted 
Chriſt the head , inthe members ; ſo do we when 
we perſecute our own graces ( the beſt part of 
Chriſt in us )and father ſpiritual untruths upon our 
ſelwes , to gratify the Father of lies. Stephens 
prayer immediately after the Text,for his enemies , 

ſhall be minetl ough ina different ſenſe for you;The 
Lord lay not this ſen to your charge, that you even 
ſtone to death your own graces , net giving God 
the glory of them ; but fin againſt him, by ſmning 
againſt your own grace and peace. TInowleave 
this weak piece with you, and leave you in the 


arms of Feſus Chriſt , who loves you, and hath 
dyed for you ; Andin bimremain, 


Your unworthy Paſtour #7, Tutty. 
From my ſtudy in Totteridge 


the 4.th.. day of 0Fober 1658. 


_ 


(1) 


Pm TT 


ACTS 7. 59: 
 Andth Zr Stephen calling upon God, axd ſaying ; 
Lox | 


us receive my ſpirit. 


He whoſe chapter contains the Tragical hiſtory of 
Stephen a primitive Deacon , wherein we have 71. 
his large ſermon, 2. The Jewes ill reſentment of 
it, 3. Their cruelty to the Preacher, inſteed of love 
and honour. 

x. For the Sermon, it conſiſts of DoRrine, and Application. 
The DoErinal part ends at the 5oth. verſe, and all this while the 
Anditors are ftill;and qutet, no noiſe at all. 

The Application begins at rhe 51 verſe, and thisenrages them, 
and drives them into the worſt kind of madneſs. | 
"In the Applicative part, 7. The holy Preacher upbraids them 
_y_—_ with the ſtoutneſs, ftubbornneſs , and ftif-necked- 
nefs of their hearts, verſe51. 2. Charges upon them their re- 
fiſting the Holy Ghoſt,and this too modo, and wore patrum, after 
the-manner of their Predeceſlors , ſo laſhing them , and their 
Anceſtors with the ſame whip, inthe ſameg 7. verſe. | 
- 3. Hecharges upon their fore-Fathers their horrid cruelty ro 
the prophets, ye their cruelty to the very death, againſt them 
which were the Propheciers of Chriſt, his Tg9aoy« and vgdp;ua the 
foreranners ofhim , thus were they the ſtock of bloody parents. 

4.' He charges upon them ( the cruel ſeed of cruel Butchers 

tritually)that theywere worſe than their parents;fo rofthe 2/e- 
7 99 himſelf that holy and juſt one,they chemſelves had bur late- 
ly been the betrayers,and murderers 52 verſe. 

Laſt, He lays art therr dores the guilt of high treaſon 
againſt the Law of Aoſes, in every part and parcel of it, 

gh. they ſeemd ſo much to cry it up, and wore broad Phy- 
tavtories of it upon their Garments in their dayly Garb; and | 

he cirenmftantiates this git , by their breaking of the Lay , »x,,,,;. 


though - received by the diſpoſition of Angels, Some refer this to 1177 gg 0c. 
B Moſerenmenias 


| aLvrinus 
Calviny 


| al, 


®Angu- 
fine. - 
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K[,orinus 
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(2) 
Moſes and Aron *Some to the Angel that appeared to Afoſes tm 
the burning buſh, *xSome to many Angels which were 
reftcs & internuncii, Witneſſes and Meſſengers betwixt God and 
Aoſes in giving the Law. 

2. For the Jewesill reſentment of this cloſe application , it is - 
expreſſed by divers croſs and curſt geſtures, 1. they were cut to 
the heart, not ſavingly prickt, bur maliciouſly pierced and pall'd, 
verle 54, 2. They onaſhed.on him with their teeth , this fridor 
dentium che action of damned Friends, enraged againſt the Lord. 
g. made a great outcry 57 verſe, with an unanmiumous,tumultu- 
ous rage 4. They {topped their ears to. hear no more , either of 
hisCounſel or complajats.5. They ran upon.-him with one accord, 
in the ſame verſe, upiced in malice. 6.They caſt him'out of the 
City ; not only out of the Synagogue, bur they look upon him 
25 ſuch an Anathema not fir for humane ſociery. _ 

3. For their cruelty againſt the Preacher, that is fully expref- 
ſedin rhe 58,59 verſes, they ſtone him to death;*ad. dures durio- 
res, being more hard with cruelcy .than the Stones they .caft at 
him, a fad courſe chey took , and made molt vile Application, 
caſting ſtones at the Preacher , inſteed of caſting the firſt ſtone 
at their own hard and ſtony hearts. | es 

Thus their rage brings Stephen to his Martyrdome;his name in - 
Greek ſignifies a * Crown, from. hence * one alluding, tells us, 
thar he was ar this time. Crowned: with pretious ſtones, lapidibas” 
precioſis coronatns eſt , and* another, that he was ;joyned cloſer to 
Chriſt the corner ſtone. Et per tot Lapides petre conjungitnr uni, 

Bur ſee now the ſweet, and gratious deportmenc of this bleſ- 
ſed Deacon , Saint, and Martyr; as before he had faithfully prea- 
ched to them, ſo now he as fervently prayes beforechem and 
for them: as he imitated the death of Chriſt ,, ſo Chriſt in his 
death, curning himſelf to God : and trulyit was now high time, 


(atis verborum apud homines perdiderat,meritd ad Deum convertit , 


he had loſt roo much tire in ſpeaking to malicious man, he chere- 
fore now direRs himſelf to the mercifull God by prayer. 
And in his dying ſupplications he imitates his dying Saviour , 


| thoſe 2 petitions which he put up to his Father on the Croſs , he 


fends up to God now , only inverting Chriſts Order, Luke;23. 
34-46, Chriſt prayed firſt for his enemies, then for himſelf. but 
Frephes firlt for his own Soul, and then for his enemies; And 


ſfare- 


(3) 
+ ſurely there may be good reaſons given for it, 1. The Servant 
muſt be below the Matter ; Chriſts love to enemies was the Copy, 
his the'tranſcript, Mat. 5. 44, 48. In loving enemies, and pray- 
ing for them , we mult ſtrive to be perfeR, as our heavenly Fa- 
ther , it is honour enough for usto follow. 2.:Chriſt and Se-- 
phen ( fo other Chriſtians too ) 1n this walk by diſtin& 
rules; we muſt love our ——— our Enemies)as our ſelves, 
Chriſt loved them better than himſelf, in this commended his 
love tousto imitate, not equalize, Row.5. 8. 3. Chriſt needed 
no prayer for himſelf , but Srephes did, and ſo do we as * one ob-*Celvis 
ſerves Chriſt prayed but for example ſake, asto himſelf, butup- 
onareal wa. for his crucifiers ; now needtull workes ſhould all- 
waies be: done firſt , and therefore Chriſt obſerved this method, 
but not Srephen, for it was more needfull for him to ſecure his 
own Soul firſt by prayer, and then to intercede for his Enemies. 
Theſe 2 prayers of his, proclaimed him a right Chriſtian in his 
death , the firſt diſcovers fidei conftantiam, the conſtancy of his 
Faith in his pecition for himſelf, the ſecond contains ſumman cha- 
ritatis,the ſubſtance of his love and charity,even to enemies,which 
2 graces and duties contain the marrow of Chriſtian Religion, for 
which and in which he dyed. | 
The Text is Stephens firſt Prayer for himſelf,in which we have 
part of the laſt words of the-firſt Martyr after Chriſt, and the ho- 
ly gratious farewell-breathings of a dying [Saint; the words 
may be called morientis cygui cantilena , the laſt ſweet note of a 
milk-white innocent dying Swan; his petition is ſhort, but ſweer, 
when totum pro vulnere Corpus, the whole body was but one 
_ wound, little leifure he hath ro ſpeak much, and therefore he 
ſpeaks fully and fervently , much in alictle, as Homers 1leads in 
a nutſhel. LD 
There are two'parts of the Text, 1. The great perſon or Prince parts of 
petitioned.the Lord Jeſus. Text, 
2. The ſumand ſubſtance of his petition. Receive my Spirit 
* De corpore minime. ſollicitus animam in Chriſfts manus de ponit 
he minded not his Body , his whole care was for his Soul. © 
I ſhall handle the words-two. wayes. 
| T. In ſenſu diviſo , every word by it ſelf, for there is a weight 
in every ſingle word, 
2. in ſenfo compoſtro., taking the ſubſtance of the whole pray- 


er together: B 2 1.In 


* Calvin. 
pl 


x, Note 


2. Note 


3 , Note 


- 


1. Inadivided ſenſe; hereare 5 wordsin the prayer , every 
one is pregnant with holy matter. elron tl ur 
1. Lord.jn death he turas himſelf to the Lord; hence obſerve, 
Good men ſhould ſhut up their lives with prayer, we ſhould be- 
in andend wich ic at all uimes andin all employments; this duty 
ſhould bring up the front ,—lead up the rear in all the actions 
of our life, which isa wartafe ; he whois the A4/pha and Omegd, 
in himſelf, ſhould be the beginning , and the endof all eur ter- 
yices, bur chiefly when we begin to draw to an endiof aurtime , 
and work , we ſhould be ſure to claſp up the book with moſt ſe- 
rious calling upon God ; Asthe Arabian Phoenix makes her ſelf 
aneit of ſpices, and is burnt to death init, ſo ſhould wedyin 
inthe ſpyced bed of prayer: an Emperor ſhould dy landing (in 
the Court of Judicacure)io Feſpatias, a Minifter ſhould dy Prea- 
ching in the pulpicgo Doctor fewel , anda Chriſtan ſhould dye 
praying ,. ſo holy Stephen im the Text, and thus ourdear Medi- 
ator. | | ©; H 
We ſhould dy with prayer to the Lord, who is the Kupeos, the 
Maſter of our Souls , and lives: to flyto Saints and Anpels at 
any time in this duty 1s very illegal ; we ow this homage and debr- 
only to our great Lord and Maſter , and we- muſt not pay ir co the 
ſervants, except they can ſhew a warrant, or letter of Atturney 
for it , from their , and our Maſter , as Mr. Herbere bath an ex- 
cellent poem to this purpoſe. Much leſs in death ould we pay 
this tribute due only unto God, to them, for & they are rthe'grear 
Lords menial ſervants , and mult not ſhare 1n their Lords Rene, 
fo they are in many offices the Saints Servants too, both in life,ſo 
1 Heb. laſt, miniſtring ſpirits to the heirs of Salvation ,, and in 
death, the bearers of theSaints ſouls into Abrahams Boſome, Luke 
16.22. poor Lazarus _ dead, had theſe honourable bearers. 
2. Lord Jeſus, Stephen directs his dying prayer to the Lord 
Jeſus, rather than to the Lord Jehovah ; Chrift is coxqual with 
his Father in glory ; not only $adrm; but Iorres, notonly in 
lory- the neareſt to him , but one with him; Stephes afferrs 
7s clearly in bis death , not only dying in Chriſt and for Chriſt, 
but praying to Chriſt in his death, acknowledging hereby his di- 
rinity by giving him divine worſhip. - And co avoidthisclear de- 
monſtration we read of on Franciſcus Davidan Arriexhere- 
tique, who reads this word. Inyo in the Text in the ——_ 


(s 

infteed of the Focative ; and fo; would fain give us this ſenſe , 
Lord of Jeſus; inſtecd of Lord Jeſus; but chis blaſphemous ſhifc 
is an er confuted by the Antients, as* a Learned man ,+ £ coded 
though a Jcluite., upon this place difcovers, - 

All power is given to Chriſt in Heaves and Earth,Math, 28. 18. 
and holy Stephen dying, virtually in this laſt prayer acknowleges it. 

In the: Golpel we muſt chiefly xun-to Chriſt in prayer , asking 2. Note 
all inthe Sons:name, and this is now the way to freed our lelves, 
and to | maar the Father together, John 14, 13. Theſe 2 glori- 
ous perſons in the bleſſed Trinity have nor 2 diſtin& intereſts, but 
one, and the ſame, the glory of the one is the glory of the 
oiher ;: yea now.the- glory of the Father is chiefly depoſited in 
the. hands of! Chriſt: ;at hrſt God was only known by his name _ 
of Almighty; afterwards by his name fehovah, Exod. 6. 3. but *b1s 6v6- 
now by bis: name Jeſus, * In whoſe name every knee under the#*!* 
- Goſpel muſt bow, to the Glory of God the Father,2 Phil.10.11. num. 
Auguſtine tells us ,, bow mych he 41d delighted in the works of 
T wily for the elegancy of. the Latine,] before his converſion; but 
not aiwhit after, becauſe he could not read-the name of Jeſus there. 
Paul deſired to know nothing elſe but Chriſt crucified, 2 Cor.2. 2. 
and be diſcovers Godhe Father to be only in him the Father of 
Metcies, and God of all Confolations, 1 Cor. 1, 3. to the Judge 
of all flefh.chen, by an Advocate, we muſt. now run at all cimes. 
death;' to bimwho-dyed for us, we mult g0-when we.come to. dy, 
for he alone hath the keys of Hell and of Death, Revelation 1.18. 
he alone is the dore, and the gateiof Heaven, foby 10. 9. He'is 
via, vita, & veritas, me Way, the Truch, and theLife, Fohw14- 
6. He isour journeysend the Life, and he isthe way to it,and the 
truth to guide us.inthe wey,g& 29 mancan come to theFather bat 
by him ; he alſo s the,great reconciler of Gad and Man, Col. 20. 
he only can make us * more than conquerors over all the forerun- H 
ners of death, andover death it ſelf, Row.$, 36, 37, 38, 39. He #9 %®- 
only can pull ourthe ſting of death, and deſtroy this laſt Enemy, ** 
as the Apoſtle ſully ſhewes,1 Cer. 15. To whom ſhould we go 
bothin life and death, . but i@ bim who hath the words of eternal 
life? Fobn 6. 68. eh 

3. Lord Jeſus Receive, Nike Tis a relative word; Rela ions 
(as the Logician tels ns)are double, either relata ſecmmdwm ici, or 
, B 3 | ſecundum; 


1. Note 


eo vriov 


2. Note 


(6) 
ſecundum eſſe,in namezor in nature;this is a relative wordin name, 
now omne relatum 1mplicat ſunm correlatum-,- every relative muſt 
have ſome word or thing to anſwer it: receiving hath 2 uſual 
correlates, it implies either giving ſomething, or paying, itim- 
plies both here in che Text. Obſerve. - 

We ow our ſelves, and Souls, to Chriſt, 'in life, and death; 
when we live to him, dy for him, he doth: but, receive his own , 
de jure it ſhould be ſo, ir isourſinand ſhame if d# faoit be 
not ſo, Rom. 14. 7, 9. For Chriſt dyed;(as the Apoſtle ſhewes 
there) that he mighr be che Lord, and maſter, both of the dead, 
and of the living. When we come to dy then we-do nothing elſe 
bur pay debts, wedo but pay then 5 debts, 1. 'A debtto' nature; 
the corruptible part muſt put on corruption, and worms mult 
feed upon us, as we feed upon other Creatures. 2. Adebt to 
ſin, for the wages ofſinis death, or the breakfaſt and food of ir, 
Rows 8.23. 3- A debt to poſterity, for one generation muſt 
paſs away, that another may come in its ſtead, Eccleſ. 1. 4.the 
genera on of one , muſt. be the corruption of another, ' that the 
Earth may not be peltered and crowded too-much with inhabi- 
tants. 4. A debtrto divine Juſtice: for the ſame Soul that ſins mufk 
dyim point of equity.5. To Chriſt, and our own Souls; when we 
dy for Chriſt, it is but /ex 2alionss, for he dyed for us: when 
we dy naturally by the appointment of Chriſt, we pay a debt to- 
our own Souls, which cannot be refined,and calcined but by fire, 
by melting down the whole maſs of the Body.” Every righteous 
man will be willing to pay his debts, ſo ſhonld we be to dy ; our 
lives are lent to us by God bur for a time, and muſt be reſtored 
to the lender or owner; the Spirit ſhall return to God thar gave it, 
ſo Solomen Eecleſ. 12.7. the anima, & animus, the natural life, 
and ſpiritual Soul , of due right belong to God. 

God will certainly take and receive in death what is ſincerely 
offered up in life. Our hearts muſt be his living , if we defire 
that our Spirits ſhould be his dying, ſo Asg»ſtine paraphraſes 
on theſe words; T 565 vixi, tibs mortor, &c. accipe ſpiritum me- 
wm, 6 mann eorum qui oderunt tuum : he repreſents Stephes in this 
prayer thus ſpeaking to his dear Sfvieur ;. Lord Jeſus to thee I 
have lived, and to thee I now dy, receive my Spirit from the 
hands of cruel Enemies , who have hated thy ſpiric. Our acquain- 


tance with Chriſt, muſt not be to begin when weare juſt at our * 


end. 


RO OR NOI Y 


WPI a mann 
e . 


(7) 

end. To ſuch as have been friends, Chriſt will ſay, Come in mY 
friends, I will receive you, I will-give you houſe, and harbour ; 
but co- others he will ſay, Depart from me, 1 know you not now, 
becauſe I never knew you before, ar. 7. 23. a very ſolemn 
profeſſion he makes of -ir., How many of us would fain live to 
our ſelyes, yet fain dye in Chriſt , as that diſfolute young man , 
who -was: preſentatthie death of Ambroſe cryed out to his com- 
panions, Libenter vobis cum v1verens , modo cum illo moriar. I 
would; willingly live with you , ſo 1 might dy with him? but Je- 
fus Chriſt very ſeldom drives fuch late bargains with any Soul. 

4+ Lord}eſus receive my Spirit. The pronouncing hath a great 
emphaſisjnir, worth che marking-, and from hence we may ob- 
| ſerve 24hings. © : - 1: | 
| The godly mans Spiritis his own, in oppoſition to all other 
| Lords and Maſters below himſelf, though not above. His Spiric 
is his own , he hath not ſold it-ro fin and wickedneſs,as Ahab did, 
(who; though He was, a Prince, tyetiwas of the baſeſt mechanick 
Spitit-; 8; helliſh huckſter, as £0-b4s owri. Soul ) neither hath he 
morgaged it , as Ephraim id herytoddolatry, being a filly. dove 
mithouthear t, Hos: 7/114 other Deves-as:the Naturalifts tell us, 
are withopr gall,,bur-ſhe was:a/Monkſter in'nature, without keart, 
becauſe ſhe had pawned 46to: her wicked paramours,, and ſo con- 
\ſequently had,thought5ms ud: rew: not. jus 3ure:, no; poſſeſſion of 
it. -Newber hath he exchanged h1s;Squbforany; part.of cheWortd; 
or the whole bulk and body of 1t, ras;Ghrift biniſelf uſes rhe ex- 
preſſion, Aſarh.16. 26. noiiglotno) to 59 h 

The godly man dying can offer up his Soul to God as his own, 

in the former ſenſe, It;:is-lſis;'own , be hath reſervedit, and 
ſaved it for Chriſt only a$Chriſt; hachredeemed ir, and will fave ,_ ye 
ir, for-ibe along enjoymemab himſelfi:: The: holy gracious'Sov], 
being ,once. joyned tid the Idrd:by one Spmrit, 1: Cor'6; x7... And, plued, 
marriedto Jeſys.Chiuſt þy faith,the Husbands intereſt is the Wives; the word 
andche Wives ber Husbands, what Chrift hath he hath, and what xowe- 
he hath Chrift bath;true grace frees'the Soul from all baſe Maſters ©- 
and Lordly, Tytants :;and-a believer in death ic ſelf may fay * —— 
Chriſt ,, Lord Jeſus tecetve my Soul; ; -which fince converſion, "prune 
ves; knew any, bands. but thine.owir ſervice, whichis perte&tree-* 
dom.;..that-neyer was under. any. yoke, or burden but thine,which 
is molt eaſte and light; Aſath. 11; 30. which was no willing Servant 
ro 
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(8) 
to ſin and luſt , but upon pureforce, and higheſt compulſion: re- 
ceive then dear husband , now my Virgin Spirit,not abuſed, not 
deflowred , fince thou haſt entred into a conjugal league with 
me 

Happy Soul that can thus argue, flying from the Body, with an 
all-ſearching knowing Maſter, 

5. Lord Jeſus Receive my Spirit. By =r@e Spirit - here he doth 
not mean his natural breath; for as the body is duſt , and returns 
ro duſt, ſo the breath is ayr, and in death the air ſucks it up, we 
do then expirate, not reſpirate,breath it out into its element, 
not ſuck it1nany more: but he means his Spiritual , not nacural 
breath, which was a divine infufion;as he breaths out the one', he 


; , breaths up the other into its proper center, the boſom- of Jeſus 
Chrift 


A gracious Soul minds not, in death, his natural, but his ſpiritu- 
al part, his only care is to ſecure that, to locKit up ſafe in heaven, 
as in a Noahs Ark, when the ſtorms of death drown his body , 
But of this more by and'by, whenthe words are handled in their 
ſecond ſenſe , unto which I now haſten. ©. © 

2. to handle the words in's compounded, united fenſe, and {6 
to bind upthe ſingle flowersin a bundle together ; and the Lord 
make them a fragrant poſy —_— ſpiritual ſenſe. 

For expedition ſake, I joyn- Doftrine and Application 
both in one , andfo infer 4. particulars from the whole prayer. - 

I. Matter-of Information. - | 

2. Matter of Conſolation. 

3. Matter of Examination. 

4. Matter of Exhortation, chiefly the laſt. 

I. Matter of Information ; this ſhall be double. 45% 2 
. 1. {t may informius;thatthe rage of man cannot drive a gratious 
Soul from Chriſt; Srephen:here inthis whole prayer.goes to Jeſus 
Chriſt, . though many ftones not only ley ' in his way, "but as a 
maſly weight upon him , and notonly lay upon him', but broke 
and bruiſed his body; when his enemies eyes ſparkled fire at him 
by reaſon 'of rage, and malice, when'they gnaſhed on him with 
their teeth , when they ſtopr their earsatalt his complaints, and 
were deſperately united together intheir thoughts and Actions of 
blood and miſchief, when they caſt a ſhower of ſtones upon his 
body , andſhot a whole volley of - cruelty athis naked breſt, yer 
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all could not ſtop his mouth , nor that heap of ſtones dam up his 
paſſage to heaven, butin a moment he flyes thither by prayer to 
Pod fs Rock, -his Aramunition of Rocks, to Chriſt his precious 
corner ſtone. Thus may all the Saints do, when their adverſaries 
are ſer upon the fire of hell, they may yet run to the gates of hea- 
ven; as all the gates of Hell '(in Hell )cannot prevail againſt their 
perſons, ſo all the gates of Hell(on Earth) cannot obitrud their 
petitions; they may ſee their Father , their Saviour,through the 
thickeſt cloud of humane rage, and fly to him as with the wings 
of a Dovegby faith , and prayer. 

2. It may inform us that Souls do not ſleep in the grave , they 
are received ſo ſoon as we dy,either by Chrilt as Stephens here,or 
elſe by Satan ; they do not formitd vagare,wander uncertainly,as 
ſome ſick-braind Philoſophers diddream , nor paſs from one bo- 
dy to another by a w/ybvxc0%s as Pythagoras his foolifh Scholars 
thought , much leſs ſleep in the grave with the Body , till they 
are awakened by the found of the 'great Trumpet, at the day of 
judgment, as ſome now among ns have ſinfully held forth to their 
Auditors; This very prayer,to ſay tio more atpreſent,abundantly 
cenfutes this fond opinion. Our Souls are no ſooner out of the 
veſſel, and ſhip of the body , but preſently they are landed, and 
ſet on ſhore in Heaven or in Hell: An Heathen could fay of death, g,,,., 
profeftioeſt, quam putas mortem,itis but apaſſage from one Town 
co another, or a removal from one houſe to another. This to- 
tal Soul-ſleeping is a worſe opinion than Popiſh pur atory , or 
limbus patrum , and their dream of Abrahams boſome in the 
for old-Teſtament Diſciples , until the coming of Chriſt in the 
fleſh, is notſo abſurd as this, of [oCging inthe boſome of the 
grave for new-Teſtament diſcpiles till rhe ſecond coming of Chriſt 
And truly it ſeems to be a great encouragement to profaneſs, and 
diſcouragement to godlineſs: for an antient * Father tells us: 
Anguſte mentes irritantur promſſis , excitantur ſperatis mercedi- Ambroſe 
bas, our narrow hearts are much quickned to duty by hopes of 
reward; and ſo.conſequently as 7 from ſin by fears, of pu- 
niſhment : both which, hopes and fearsif of things at a great di- 
ſtance have ſlender impreſſionupon the heart : you ſhall nor diſ- 
courage your child from any untoward aQtion, by threatning 
to whip him for it a yeer hence , or quicken him to obedience in 
doing any good , by promiſing _ a new Coat, ora fayring ſe- 
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ſeven years hence. Hope deferr'd makes the heart fick, and the 
hand lame; no wonder # men be holdin fin if confident their fin 
ſhall nor find them out till the day of Judgement. Gnd threateris 
ſudden deſtruRion to. awaken us out of fin-, and tells us, thar he 
that comes ſhajl come quickly, and bring his reward along with 
him, Rev. 22, 12. toawaken us unto increaſe in holineſs : The 
firſt Martyr after Chriſt , rhoughbe dyed notfor, yer hedyedin 
this rruth, Thac Spirits! ipeedily are. received by Chriſt in death, 
if they dy well. | 4 

2. Matter of conſolation; this prayer affords comfortto ali 
holy ones in ſuch an-hour when they needirt moſt , eyen inan 
hour of death ; all thaz dyin-Chriſt, andfor Chriſt, have a free 
and ſpeedy paſlage by degth to Chriſt,” who is really to thempa- 
ter haha , & cuifos animgrum , the Father of Spirits, and 
the keeper ot their Souls. This comfort is double , both as 
ro themſelves, and to their Chriſtian Relations when they dy. 

I. As to themſelves; theyneed not fear death, but look np- 
on-it with an eyeof comfort; this prayer of 'Srephens was oratio 
f4ci,a prayer of Faith, we. xead Chap. 6. 8. that he was full of 
faith and power; and at this time he had a ſtrong exerciſe of it,as 
we may fee verle, 55, 56. he- looked up ſtedfaltly inte heaven , 
and ſaw the glory of,God,and Jeſus ſtanding ar his right hand; this 
believing vition was when his-tragedy was beginning, and cer- 
rainly as the rage of -his:enemies grew ſtronper , his faith incre- 
ſed, and in this laſt prayer: for himſelfhe acted , and ſpake un- 
doubtedly- with full aſſurance of faith , fervently believing that 
the Lord Jeſns would receive his: Spirit , as now he begd that he 
would; from hence, * one obſerves, even from this faith of Sre- 
phens,hac fiducia mſtituere nos debet ad placidam mortis tolerantiam, 
this confidence ſhould inſtruc,and ſtrengthen us, which calmneſs 
and comfortto bear the ſtroke of death. * An Heathen could fay,. 
fi quid incommods, mcorientis Vitinm eft, non mortis, if death do us 
any hurt or prejudice,the fault isin the perſon dying,nort in death, 
it cannot then hurt a godly man: Chriit tels the Good Thief, this 
day thou ſhalt be with mein Paradiſe, though it were then abonr 
the ninth hour of it, and Lazararhis Soul was carried by Angels 
into Heaven , ſurely as for honour , ſo for expedition. 

2. Astotheir Chriftian relations, here is matter of great com- 
fort in their death ; the Lord Jeſus takes care of their Souls; when 


an 


- 
VOL TATE nan At OA PIT 7 Ln 4" 
Pg - 


- 
OM Oy ODA ne A POLO pry 
o F 


an Husband or dear Relation dies in Chriſt, the Jewel we loved is 

but raken away from us, andlockt up in a ſurer Cabinet, we are 

content to part with our Children, and fend them ſometimes far 

from us, when we marry them, for their preferment ſake, Death 

marries our dear Chriſtian Relations to Chriſt, (asfaith in life con- 4,gs,, fe 

traQs them ) and ſo carries them home to their Bridegroom; the Cyprien 

| deadin Chriſt do but abire , not obire, are but premiſſi, nou amiſſi, 
they do but departfromus, not ao they do but go before , not 

g0 quite away ; they are not loſt, we ſhall meer them againthe 

next ſtyle: what we loſe, Chriſt receives, andisthis a loſs ? we do 

but hide our Talent in Chriſts Napkin , and ſhould we too much 

bewail fuch a breach? Lages Corpus & quoreceſſit anima ? Iuge Angu- 

animam, & qua receſſit Deus; Poſt thou bewail a Body, fromfline. 

whence the Soul is departed? rather bewail the Soul,from which 

God is departed , hinc i{te lackryme, this is matter of ſorrow in- 

deed, to ſee Abner dying as a fool,to bear of a dear Abſolom took 

off in the height of his ſins, and of his Rebellion againſt God 

and Man , this is a Soul-rending heart-breaking ſpeRacle; but to 

ſee a Stephen dying, the' Church may make great lamentation for 

her own loſs, but the matter isnot worth a tear as to ſuch a Mar- 

tyr , though he ſhould afcend to Heaven in a fiery Chariot. Hea- 

ven is perfect happineſs after the ſharpeſt manner of dying. In 

ſuch caſes then let us rather fave our tears for our own fins, than 

to weep, as perſons without hope, forthe dead in Chriſt. 

.3, Matter of examination; Whether we have given up our 
Souls to Chriſt in life, that he may receive them in death? Chriſt 
takes his Spouſe by contract, not by rape, they willingly give up 
themſelves to him in life , or elſe he will not (as old Elzes Sons) 
take _ their Spirit by force, when they come to dy. As our 
bodies be offered up to God as a reaſonable Service while we 
live, Rem. 12. 1. fo much: more our Souls, or elſe it will be an 
unreaſonable petition to beg that Chriſt would receive them in 
dearh , when we can keep themno longer. As our dying Sa- 
viour cryed out, Father into thy hands I commend my Spirit, and 
dying Stephen here prayed,Lord Jeſus receive my Spirit, ſo living 
David (in his health and ſtrength), cryes, into thine hands, 7 
commit my. Spirit, for thoy haſt redeemed me, O Lord Godof truth, 
Pal. 31, 5. take thine own Lord: both by Creation, and by Re- 
demption. And truly, if we wy God out now out of our own 
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heart, which ſhould be his poſſeſſion continually while we live,no 
marvel if helock out Spirits out of Heaven, which is our hope, 
when wedye. Calvis therefore from this place infers, quotsdie 
ſpiritum in Dei manus commendemus, quiamille mertibus obſeſſi 
| 506m let us continually be commending our ſpirits into the 
hands of God, becauſe we are dying daily, as to weakneſs,and di- 
ſtempers in our bodies: There are two wayes, whereby we ſhould 
commend -our Soules to God daily , as the Apoſtle ſhewes us, 
x Pct. 4. 19. 1. Mala patiendo, by ſuffering the will of, God, 
this is paſſive obedience. 2. Bona agenao, we muſt commir the 
keeping of our Squls to Godin well doing, as unto a faithful crea- 
rour, this is active obedience; and without commending them 
thus to God dayly, we ſhall commend them with little ſucceſs to 
Chriſt when we walk in the dark valley of Death. 

The old Poets feigned Plxto to be the God of wealth , as well 
as the Gud of Hell, to ſhew us,that we may go to Hell when we 
dy,for all Wealth. Letus therefore faithfully examine whether 
we have given up our hearts and lives to God now; Chriſtin the 
ſecond birth takes and redeems morpag'd Souls , but ſeldom or 
never in the hour] of death; it is then too late uſually to treat 
about ſo rich and high a piece of merchandice; Chriſt alwaies 
loves and likes a broken+heart in life , but he cares not for an 
heart that is a breaking , and yet not broken, by a dying pang : 
when men are Spiritleſs , Faithleſs , Prayerleſs ; till they come 
to be even ſpeechleſs, - and then think per mſercre mes , tollityr 
ira Dei, by crying Lord have mercy on them, all ſhall be forgi- 
ven , no wonder if mercy be then deaf , ro perſons who have 
been ſo long dumb. Chriſt ſeldome ſets up bankrupts who break 
upon ſuch terms; or receivs ſuch Souls that never had any acquain- 
tance with him before: that only which we freely and frequently 
give up in life , will he chearfully and willkngly accept of in 

cath. | 7583 229 03 _- 

4. Matter of exhortation; to ſtir us up to 4. duties; 3 I ſhall 
but briefly touch, the laſt a lictle more enlarge, becauſe itis the 
principal intended in the Text. | | 

I. It may exhort usto be much in prayer while we live , that 
we may prevail about the main, our Souls, ' when we come to dy , 
as certainly Stephen did here upon a former acquaintance with 


Chriſt in this duty, though not expreſſed in the Text , yet ne- 
ceſlarily 
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neceſſarily implyed. Prayer is indeed a miraculous producer, it 
brings forth often times before it is conceived as,* a late learned p,, peay 
Divine ſhewes :- but yer it muſt be underſtood with this Salvo, if 
it come not whenitis too late, God often anſwers before we call, 
cryes here Iam before we cry , when holy begging is our conſtant 
trade , and we areskilfull by praQtice in this gainfull myſtery. Yet 
we read too of fooliſh Virgins ; that cryed outearneſtly , Lord, 
Lord, open to us, Math. 25. 11. Yet in this caſe the true God, 
was as deaf, and dumb to them, as Baa! the falſe God , to his 
petitioners; late petitioners are welcom at the "11th. hour, that 
have been train'd to the work at the 7th. hour , and Chriſt beft 
knowes the voice of them dying , that have watchtunto prayer 
living. Let us then pray continually , and chiefly for our bet- 
ter part, or elſe weruna very ſad hazard of praying unſucceſ- 
fully in the- hour when prayer ſhall have anend, art leaſt as to our 
own Souls. | 

2. It may exhort us to exerciſe faith much while we live, that 
our faith may be warmeſt , 'with Stephens here, when we come 
to dy. The faith of this bleſſed Sainr, and Martyr,in this prayer, 
hath atinure of the Imperative Mood , more than of the Op- 
eative, as Chriſt comes with authority to his Father( more like an 
Advocate , or Lawyer, that pleads for Law, and Right, than a 
degger that pleads for an Alms, upon charity ) in his laſt prayer 
{ » 17. 24. Father I will that they whom thou haſt given me, 

with me, to ſee my glory; ſo Stephey in part here ſpeaks 
with ſome holy boldneſs, and believing authority, ro Chriſt , 
Lord Jeſus receive my'Sptrit. Prayer joyned with faich as a Prince 
prevails with God continually, eſpecially in its laſt petitions and 
aQings. Let us be much in the faith of aſſent to rhe truth of God 
and his word, in the faith of adheſion to the goodneſs, in the faith 
of application to the virtue of both, frequently in life : and this 
is the way to be much in the faith of aſſurance, when we dy, 
that Chriſt is really ours , that nothing ſhall ſeparate us from his 
tove, notdeath it ſelf, and that then he will certainly receive our 
Souls. _ Pauls continual life, was alife of faith in the Son of God, 
Gal. 2. 20. and how warm was his faith of aſſurance, when he 
ſpeaks ofdying , and laying down his Earthly houſe ? 2 Cor.5. 1. 
We know that we have a buildings in readineſs, eternal in the hea- 
vens; and from this,life was as a burden to him, he groans more 
| under 
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under it, than many do under the pangs of death , 4th. verſe- 
Generally the. believers faith is atthe higheſt when natural life is 
at the loweſt, with Stephex here he ſees Heaven open when he 
ſees the graves mouth open ; AG faith much while you live, and 
Chriſt hath prayed, that i: ſhall not fail at any time, muchleſs 
when your bodies begin to fall, bis hand then will be moſt under 
you, letit but carry you thorough the Earth while you live, and 
tt will carry you.through the fire , when you come to dy. 

3. Let it exhort us to fear nothing for Chriſts ſake. Stephey 
here ſaith * one, obtmlit ſeipſum Chriſto , adhuc calente ſangmine, 
Chriſti grati4 diffuſo,, he offered himſelf up to Chriſt , while bis 
blood was yet warm , ſhed for Chriſts ſake ; and did the Earth 
ſwallow up ſuch blood? It did naturally the Earthy heavy parts 
of it, but the ſpirics of it quickly went in unto Chriſt. Who 
would not bleed for ſuch a Maſtereven to prodipality , that bath 
ſweet drops of blood ( or buttons to deck a garment of a 
Chriſtians righteouſneſs ) on the bebalfof his, and will certain- 
ly receive ſuch 'Souls , that make more than ordinary haſte, by 
Martyrdome to fly into his boſom? Who would nor pledge 
Chriſt in this bitter cup,and be baptized with his Baptiſm of blood, 
chat hath confidence ſo-ſoon as he is dead, to-ſit at'the right hand 
of Chrift > How many Souldiers of fortune have we that will 
venture their blood in hope of plunder, to reſerve, and ſecure 
ſome thing againſt a rainy day? ſhould not Chriſtians much more 
be venturous for Chriſt, who will certainly ſecure their Souls, 
and hath provided goods for them which will laſt for many 
years, evenlonger than the whole World ſhall laſt. 

4. The main exhortation is,to ſtir.us up to mind nothing in life, 
and death, in comparaſon of our Souls; this was: Stephens caſe , 
and care here, he begs not for any eaſe as to his body, though now 
ſadly broken, and bruſed, nor any mitigation of the- rape 
of his perſecutors; he is totally ſilent as to his burial ; al- 
though the leſs care he took for this the more good took, AZ. 8. 
2. devout men were his bearers of whom the world was not wor- 
thy , and many of the beſt mourners attended him to the grave, 
that he minded notatall, as care, at his prayerinthe firit place 
was for his Soul; holy David was of the ſame temper and; per- 


ſwaſion , Pſal. 141.7,8. Though his bones lay ſcatrered at the 


graves mouth, as when one curteth or cleaveth wood, he looks 
upon 
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wpon them as contemptible chips, yet ſtill his eyes are upon the 
Lord, &c.and he begs that he would not leave bl Soul deſiirure , 
or ina naked uncovered condition. | 

Let, men cerk and care as much as they can for the Body,they,.., 
can but haye 9g64wvre, Ie m,a lictle to feed them when they 
live, and to, bury them when they dye z they can carry away 
nothing elſe, a living Mole can do more thana dead Alexander, 
for he can ſtir the ground, when the other cannot : bur the 
Soul muſt live for ever , we had need layup in ſtore for that, we 
had need have whole treaſures in readineſs for that, laid up in the 
higheft Heavens. : 

 Butalittle re enlarge thisuſe by anſwering two or three queſti- 
ons, becauſe-it ſeems to be the main , and chiefeſt ſcope of the 
whole prayers. 

I. Whatthe Body is in compariſon of the Soul ? 

2. What the Sonl is poſitively in ir ſelf ? 

3. Wherein we ſhould diſcover greater care, both in life, and 
death for the Soul, than the Body? 

I. What the Body is in compariſon of the Soul? Let me briefly 
open this by a few emblems. 

.. z. the Body it is but the ſhell of the Soul , it is but as the buſk 
tothe Corn, as the skin to the Apple, as the nurſhell to the ker- 
nel; the husk is negleQted, the skin or p_ of the Apple 
thrown away , and the nucſhel caſt into the fire , that we may 
enjoy the Corn , the Apple, the Kernel: ſo ſhould the Body be 
deſpiſed in competition with the Son]. A late reyerend Divine tels Dr. Pref. 
us , that the Body is butthe Souls ſhell, and as the ſhell breaks, 
and becoms altogether uſelefſe, wben the Chicken is hatched,and 
coms to maturity, ſo muſt our Bodies , when the Soul hath done 
itswork on Earth, andi1s ripened for Heaven: ſo the Egg is not 
meat for the Eater, till the ſhell be crackt, northe Soul-fic for 
Chrift till the Body be broken to pieces by death. 

2. The Body it is but the ſheath , or Scabberd of the Soul,what 
is the ſheath in compariſon of the knife, or the ſcabberd in com- 
pariſon of the ſword ? ſo worthleſs and uſeleſs is the Body in com- 
pariſon of the Soul. 

3. The Body is but the houſe of the Soul, animi domicilium, 
a poor contempuble cottage it is, the Soul is the Tenant, as Chriſt 


is the Landlord of both ; and indeed the Body is but a very weak 
ſtender 
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lender houſe, a poor mud wall; asthe Apoſtle 2 Cor. 5. 1.com- 
ares it with Heaven, ſo may I with our Heavenly part the Soul; 
- calls the one an houſe, the other a building , the firſt is a place 
we make a ſhift to ſleep in, the other a rare Fabrick, a curious 
irucure indeed, and he likewiſe alters the Epithites, he calls the 
one an *Earthly houſe, nothing but clay, .and mud, the other an 


3 neodouhy eternal houſe, which all the ſtorms cannot beat down, no nor the 
emer waves of death of it ſelf, but Capt inter nubila condit, itis above 


&100,07 


the reach of any terrene or humane caſualties; paſſions may bat- 
rer it, but nothing can break it down. | | 

4. The body is but the veſſel of the Soul, take it for a floting 
veſſel on rhe Water , the Soul is the merchandice , the Body bur 
cheShip to vvaft it up and dovvn : or. take it for a ſtanding veſſel 
inthe bak , the Body is but a»:ms zeta the cask of the Soul ; * 
the invvard part that is the pretious Liquor. When Anaxarchns a 
poor Heathen, vvas ſadly tormented by a Tyrant, he cryed out , 
tundis vaſculum Anaxarchi, non anaxarchum, you do but knock 
and break the Caſk and veſſel of Anaxarchas,)you cannot reach 
or hurt him: as the veins in the Body are the veſſels of the blood 
which contains the vital ſpirits, and is the life outwardly ; 
ſothe whole is but the vein , or veſſel of the Soul, which isthe 
higheſt life of Man. | 

5- The body itis but the casket , {or cheſt of the Soul, . the Spi 
rit is the jewel,the treaſure which lies within it.In a fire thattakes 
an houſe, no great matter if the Cheſt be burnt, ſo the Writings, 
Evidences be ſafe , when thieves breakin, if they ſteal away the 
Casket, but the Jewels are ſafe; in neither, the loſs is not undo- 
ing : ſoif the ſoul be ſaved though as by fire, our darling pre- 
ſerved from ſin and Satan, two cruel thieves, no great matter is 
it though the body be burut to aſhes, and rob'd of all its outward 
ſtrength and beauty, . by the hand of death. | 

6. The Body it is but the priſon of the Soul, rhe Spirit is a»5- 
mus 3n carceratus; butlike Feremiah in the Dungeon;while it is in 
the fleſh; the Birdin a Cage isa fit emblem ofthe Soul in the Bo- 
dy: The Twrks after great preſervations among other of their 
Charities, go into the market and buy Birds in Cages, and ſore- 
leaſe them, which they judge a charitable work ; when God re- 
leaſes the Soul ofa good man from the Body , we may and muſt 
look upon it as a piece of divine charity , and holy love. Fleſbly 


fet- 


(17) — 
fetters, do envolve our hampered hearts, ſaith one; the Sout hath 
z.clog npon his foor , our clods of clay, are but clogs of clay up- 
on. our feet; rsthe foot is the meaneſt parrof theBody, ſo the 
whole Body is but the meaneſt part of a man; and truly,comfortS»g, vu; » 
for the Body are but * ſandals or ſhooes for the Feet, Soul-refreſh+ ,,aJe. 
ments are as * Crowns about out head. a G . 
Laitly, The Body it is often, but the tempter,8: tormentor of the. 
Soul , it Acts Satans part, the eyes and the ears are but the back- 
doors to let in Thieves, and Murderers , Helliſh luſtings which 
rob, and wound ihe Soul: the Senſes by tempting to fin, bring 
in many torments , fickneſles, diſeaſes, diſtempers to the Body, l 
and theſe raiſe up many tempelts, and ftorms, and violent pa ___ -- 
fions in the mind, ſuch as fears, and grief, and anger, &c.which —- 
hurr,8& hurry the Soul up and down, that it can have noreft, nor 
eaſe, by reaſon of its inyard maladies and mutinies. Thus is it 
often inſteed of being a great help, a ſad hindrance to the Soul, as 
Evewasto Adam, who was but newly taken as a rib out off his 
fide, uba@ incptn x; BiaO- iviuphn,a5*an antient expreſſes it;the rib *Beſl, 
xewly taken near his heart , was ſhot back again by Satan as a 
dart into his heart: ſo too often the Body is to the Soul. Why 
then ſhould we ſo much mind our bodies , to take tnordtnare care 
for them, both alive , and dead, ſince of themſelves they are po- 
firively vile bodies, Phil. 3. 2x. but in-compartifon of our Souls 
much more vile? 
2. Conſider in the next place, what the Soul is poſitively in it 
ſelf; this is a large Orchard for the Fruit of ſpiritual diſcourſe, but 
I ſhall only pluck down 2 or 3 Apples. 
I. Remember its curious compotitton, the rare Art put forthin 
the making of it, ſo choice a watch ſhould be very warily kepr, 
and minded, ſo noble a vine planted in us, calls for much ſeri- 
ous attendance, ſo choice a filver lamp cals for much trimming. 
In minimis aliquid magnum, there is ſomething of grandure and 
greatneſs in the leaſt things, much more in the greateſt. The Bo- 
dy of man, asit came out of the hands of the holy, great, and 
wiſe Artiſt, is a choice piece : David falls a wondring{ not from 
pride, or vanity , but ſpiritual thankfojneſs, and obſervation of 
Gods works)at the curious ftruftare of his Body , Pal. 139. 14. 
15. conſidering how exaQtly it was wrought in the loweſt parts of 
the Earth, he meansthe womb, in whict this rare workmanſm 
was carryed oninvilibly , ina-very dark fhop, or fellar;how mac 
D more 
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more wonderfull is the Sonl? »ibil in mnndv admirabile prater ho- 
minem , uihil in homine prater animan, faith one The ſpirit of 
God ſignificantly expreſs its rarity in the Crea-ion of it, it is cal- 
led Imago Dei, Godsown Image,Ger. 1.27. and the expreſſion 
is double,thar ir might be the better minded; and it is added, 

Male and Female were thus created ; Contrary to that fond opini- 

on of Theophilatt, and that Mahumetan dream of the T»rks,who 

ſappoſe that the Souls of Women are of a lower and baſer Me- 
< þ than the Souls of Men; God made no difference. Auguſtine 

diſcourſes largly of this Image of God inthe Soul of Man in 10. 

or 11. particulars, which 1 cannot now name : itis enough for 
me to aſſert, and affirm, that the repreſentation, and _—_ 
of the higheſt glory muſt needs be ful of glory , A fad thing then 
it is to change this glory into the Image of a Beaſt by anybeſti- 
al courſes; {pejus eſt comparari juments , quam eſſe jumentum , it is 
worſe to be compared to a Beaſt morally , than to be a Beaſt 
naturally. Let the rare compoſition of thy Soul after the {mage 
of co, cauſe thee to mind and prize it above all things, next to 
thy God. 

A Conſider the price and yalue of ir,both as to Ctriſt,and as it 
ſhould be alſo to our ſelves. 

1. To Chriſt;it coſt no leſs than the blood of the Son of God, 
the whole World at firſt was created , verbopron#ntiato,by bare 
ſpeaking of aiword, here was only a;y&- egypyu@-, but the Soul 
could not be new created but only verbo incarnato , by the word 
made fleſh, here muſt be a;y9- i3.«d/@» (if I may ſo allude to our 
Logical diſtinRion ) in the firſt God only did much, in the ſecond 
he Fd and ſuffered much. Silver and Gold which the World fo 
much adore , are as corruptible, ſo contemptible things, and 
could never make a purchaſe this way, Pſal. 49. 8. The redemp- 
tion of the Soul is roo*pretious, and it ceaſeth for ever, had there 
been no beter,or richer commodity to have bought out the mor- 

e. Davias water of Bethlechems which was the price of blood, 
of che blood of the choiceſt Heroes, and worthies in 7/racl,is but 
a dark ſhadow ofthe Soul of Man. 

2. AS to our ſelves ; the Soul ſhould be of more worth to us 
than the ſublumary World;our Saviour (who beſt knew the worth 
of them, as he was a co-worker in the making of them,and a Ma- 
Ker builder in the repairing and re-edifying of them) he himſelf 
tellsus, Hfath. 16, 26, That to make an exchange for the ſoul, by 
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taking the whole World in the room of it, is to drive a moſt foo» 
lith,ſad,lofing bargain, he that thus ſells his commodity ſhall cer. 
tainly dy a begger, as idleneſs, ſaith So/owos, ſhall cloath a man 
_ rags , ſo more certainly will ſuch a kind of trading and traf- 

cking. | 

| Ana yet generally ſuch is the madneſs of the moſt of men, that 
they will exchange their Souls for a little of the World; for a ve« 
ry remnant , for the very coarſe liſt of it, to cover their naked- 
neſs; they will tranſgreſs for a morſel of bread, for a pair of 
ſhooes , as if they look upon their Souls as upon a ſorry Rained 
commodity, which they long to be rid of upon any termes, 
3.Conſtder the infinite uſe ot it as to the Body,as it is much above 
the Body. | In other things, thoſe are not alwaies the moſt uſe- 
full, that are moſt precious; ( jewels do not cloth, and keep us 
warm, though they are very rich) but the Soul is very eminent for 
both. By viewing the natural and animal Soul as to its uſe and 
reference tothe Body , we may by a Climax, ſee the greater uſe 
of the more refined and ſpiritual part:the natural Soul in us com- 
mon with plants, and beaſts, it 15 the ſalt of the Body to keep it 
trom ſtinking , from rottenneſs and corruption; Lazarxs dead 
bur 4 days noiſomneſs followed; the natural Soul is the guide of 
the Body, as the light of the Body is the eye, ſothe light of the 
eye is the life , and natural Soul of it : beſ'desit 1s the ſtrength , 
and beauty of the Body , and what not? let bur the Spirit natu- 
rally depart, and the {irengrth ceaſes, the beautifull flower is 
cropt and withered, and looks ſo gaſily, that we cry out , as A- 
Ts we of Sarah,bury my dead ont of my fight; ſurely thenmuch 
more is our ſpiritual part , whichis but a little lower than Angels , 
the very ſalt of the Body eminently,the guide of it, the ſtrength , 
the beauty , the all of it, andin it, next and immediately under 
God, who isthe allin all. 

3.4] come briefly to anſwer the third queſtion , and fo to finiſh 
this diſcourſe. What we muſt do to Gilcover greater care, ( with 
holy Stephen in the Text) over our Sonls, than over our Bo- 
dies. 
1.Begin betimes to trade for- your Souls, before you besin to « Ariftotle 
trade for your bodies. * ThePrince of Philoſophers tells us, that 
man firlt lives the life of a Plant, then the life of a Beaſt, then the 
life of a Man; the firſt in the Womb by nouriſhment and growth, 


the ſecond in Infancy by operation of common ſenſes, the third 
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afterward by the exerciſe of reaſon, and undetanding , and this 
ta9 riſes up by degrees , we are noc fir for any conſiderable buſi- 
neſs, till we come to be of ſom? conſiderable Age. Our moſt 
conſiderable buſineſs,is this of our Souls, and therefore we ſhould 
begin with ir, and teach our children this trade firſt, how to lay 

up proviſion for them. | 
, 1 read of one Bexſyra a Jewiſh child, that deſired of his Pa- 
rents to be inſtructed in the Law of Moſes, they replyed to him, 
it was yeta little roo ſoon for him ; but he returns them this an- 


ſwer, that he had been at play in the Church-yard, and there he 
ſaw little childrens == as well as the praves of Elder 
perſons; and he urg 


this, I may dy ſo ſoon, and fad it 
will be with me, if I have not the knowlege of God. Oh let us 


therefore labour to know, andto ſerve the God of our Fathers 
betimes , to mind the good of our Souls early in the morning of 
our age,ſeeing they are our better parr. 

2. Let us moſt carefully watch over our Souls, though the Lord 
hach appointed us peculiar watchmen for this purpoſe , Heb. 13. 
7. yet this muſt not make us the leſs induſtrious. Every one of us 
have a ſpecial command, and warning given, by the beſt Prea- 
cher thatever was in the world, except Jefus Chriſt, I mean by 
Solomon, Prov. 4. 23. That weſhould keep our hearts with all 
diligence , becauſe out of them are the Iſſues of Life, andit is 
one of the ſore complaints of the Church, Caxt. r. 6, that ſhe 
was ſo tyedup, and tyred with keeping the Vineyards abroad , 
that ſhe had no leiſure to keep her own. Oh what ever you omit, 
find time to look to , to watch over your own Spirits ; the grea- 
teſt Merchant in the World, or higheſt whole-ſale Shopkeeper, is 
butan errand Pedler , if he engages ſo deep in other buſineſles , 
that he neglects this. A ſleepy Centinel thatundoes a whole Gar- 
riſon through his-{lothfullneſs, yet this man doth a meritorious 
AQ, in compariſon of him,who ruines his own ſingle Soul , or 
the Sonl of any relation,for want of watchfulneſs; a ſhort nap in 
ſecurity nowmay break thy reit,and ſleep in Hell tothe days of E- 
ternity. 

3. Let us be often quſtioning our Souls about their welfare;they 
are more to be minded than the Body; As you caſt up your th 
booksonce a yeer,ſo you ſhould examine your Souls once a day:1f 

the Body be feavoriſh, or diſtempered,you lay your finger upon 


your pulſe to ſee how ic beats ; hut oh how filent Runry is 
Con- 
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Conſcience, the pulſe of the Soul? and we are very willins to give 
it a writ of cate. Queſtions which engender firife have been 
much ſtarted of late, ir were better tobe exerciſedat home in 
the heart , about queltions which concern our owhezernal peace. 
Our Souls ate then ligk at Heatt, when we never fear, nor que- 
{tion them about any ſickneſs. David 'was communing with his 
own heert often about its ſpiricual temper , -and by it gained this 
bleſſed excominm from the Father of Spirits, that he was a man af- 
ter;his own heart. 7 mids mater non flet, the Mother of a fearfull 
Child ſeldome weeps, is proverbial among the Latines ; and tru- 
ly atrembling Soul and a ſelf- queſtioning creature , very rardy 
Ues down in everlaſting ſorrow. | 

4. Let us {till fear the worſt as to the condition of our Souls.Ge- 
nerally doubtings, and fears may be compared to nettles, which 
though they fling, and trouble us, proclaim a far and. ſoil 
where they grow; a naughty heart is but ſeldome troubled with 
them. Fear of badneſs is ufually a fign of ſome goodneſs. As the 
Man is bleſſed that fears God alwaies, and this is the beginning 6f 
wiſedome, Prov. 1. 7.yea a very full and choiſe treaſure, Eſa. 33. 
6. ſo the Manis very near bleſſedneſs that fears his own Rate ſpi» 
ritually,and this is an introduction to holy wiſdome, yea, that man 
hath ſome treafure in his houſe,and heart, that is fuſpiciouas of 
his houſe and heart : theempry traveller will ſing and whiſtie be- 
fore the Thief , when the perſon loaded with mony is ſaden like- 
wiſe with fear if it grow but a little dark, thus is it uſually with a 
ſuſpicious complaining Chriſtian. Faith charses it ſelf often with 
much unbelief, and the perfe& love caſts ou: tear, imperfe& doth 
not; becauſe it is ſen{ible it is imperfect. Where deſpair-ruines one, 
preſumption deſiroysa thoutand. Better to £0 doubting to Heas 
ven, than cheerfully and fecurely to Hell. Higheſt expeRation 
brings greateſt diſapointment , and that poor Soul is double dam- 
ned when he falls into Hell , that never ſuſpeRed ſuch a fall, even 
Stephens full aſſurance of Faith in his. death , was undoubtedly 
the Child of much holy fear in his life , and uſually thofe Chriſti- 
ans dy moft couragiouſly,that have walkt moit tremblingly. 

5. Provide for thySoul more carefully than for thyBody. Tree it 
is,that without food and raiment for the fleſh, -we cannot well be 
contented, (it were well,if we could be contented with it,when it is 
competent and convenient)but withall we mvſt remember ,thatthe 
Soul muft.be fed and clothed as well , nay before the Body; bur 


ali- 
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alimentum ſit ſmile nntrito, the nouriſhment muſt be like the thing 
nouriſhed: Nifferent kinds muſt have different food, and different 
perſons in the ſame ſpecies have a different diet,the Soul may faſt 
when the Body feaits,and the Spirit be naked, and hunger-ſtarved 
as Dives was, though the outward carkaſs be clothed with purple, 
- and fine Linnea,and fare ſumptuouſly every day; the Soul of Dives 
wanted a drop of water at laſt, though undoubtedly he folaced his 
natural appetite with the richeſt wine convuually.Chriſt had meat 
to eat which his difciples knew not of, and ſo the Soul muſt have 
mear to eat which the Body knowes not of. Our Saviour com- 
mands and commends idleneſs comparatively (though poſitively 
in itſelf, it be a great ſin)even in compariſon of Soul tranſaCtions , 
the body mult live a very ſedentary life as to its own affairs, the 
meat which periſheth muſt not be laboured for, in competition 
with, much leſs oppoſition,againſt the meat which endures to ever- 
laſting life, fob» 6. 27. even the food , which only Chriſt himſelf 
can giveto the Soul,who is ſealed by the Father for this end. Eve- 
ry day and hour is prodigally waſted, in which we do not lay up 
ſomething for our Soul ( which is ourglory ) in order to eternity. 
Natrra paxcis cententa naturcis ſatisfyed with a little,glutted, op- 
preſſed with too much; but the deſires of the Soul are endleſs, it is 
«continually hungring,and craving, only Chriſt, & ſpiritual objects 
can fatisfie it, and yet even in them ithath not ſatiety, though jt 
have fatisfaction;thou mayeſt as well then quench the Leviathans 
thirſt,(and the Behemoths,which ſuckerh up the River of 7ordan ) 
with a cockel ſhell full of water, as think to feed thy Soul to con- 
tentment,which Gold and Silver,and delicious banquets ,and plea- 
ſures in the World; where the appetite isinfinite,the aliment and 
tood muſt not be finite. Yet one thing will ſatisfie it,though ma- 
ny things cannot, even he who is the giver of all things ; Let but 
thy Soul feed continually by faith and love on him,and then it will 
return to itsreſt, P/al. 116. 7.asthe ſucking Intant when its belly 
is full. 
6.Keep thy Soul pure,and clean,thus mind it more than thy Body. 
It is Gods advice to Fersſalem,Ferem.4.14.W afh thine heart from 
wickedneſs;in this we ſhould be moſt punctual, &exaRCarefull we 
are moſt of us to keep our Bodies ſweetand clean,to waſh our feet, 
and face,and hands,to ſhift and change our linnen, that our Bodies 
may be ſweet; carefull weare about our houſes to waſh, 8 ſweep e- 
very Room: but im the mean time welitle conhider that — 
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of the heart is the beſt huſwifery; truly God is good to 1/-ael to them 
that are of a clean heart, P/al.73. 1.Pawl enjoyns Timothy to keep 
himſelf pure,to wit the whole man, 1 7 me. 5.22.the Body in ſubordi- 
nation,and in order to the Soul, the earthly cask, and veſlel,in orde 
co the holy liquor , and the heavenly treaſure. Eating with waſhe 
hands naturally was but an humane, vain,Phariſaical tradition, but to 
waſhthe hands morally with ſpiritual innocency before we jcompaſs 
Gods Altar,or engage the Soul in any ſerious duty, this is very neceſ- 
fary. It was Paxls deſign and care for to preſent the Corinthians 2 
chaſt Virgin to Chriſt, 2 Cor. 11.2.ſ0 ſhould it be our care. The Vir- 

in Mary was the Mother of a bleſſed Son, yer till a Virgin: ſo may 
Ts heart be the mother of ſome one curſed fin,and yet a Virgin tn 
Chriſts eſteem,if ſo ſoon as ever thou haſt blackt and daubed thy ſelf 
in ink,thou waſh thy ſelf in water,milk,and blood; the water of god- 
ly ſorrow,the milk of free grace in the promiſe,and the blood of Je- 
ſus Chriſt; —Next to not falling is ſpeedy — and next to keeping 
thy garments white , is waſhing as ſoon as thou haſt defyled them, 
Thus be carefull co keep thy Soul pure continually, by waſhing it of- 
ten while it hath a tang of the cask, thine outward fleſh, In this mind 


thy Soul moſt too. | 

Laſtly,Be willing for the welfare of thySoul to ſuffer in thy Body , 
and this double, both inlife,and death. | | 

I.]n life, by keeping thy Body under,that thy Soul may beMaſter. 
Our life is a continual ſtriving for maſtery in this:the wicked man 
ftrives that his Body may be Maſter,and therefore he darkens his un- 
derſtanding, ſenſualizes his affeftions,ſears his conſcience, &c. that 
the fleſh may beLord paramount. The godly man he makes a cove- 
nant with his eyes , as at keeps a watch before the dore of his lips, 
as David,keeps under his body,and brings it into ſubjeRion,as Pal, 
I Cer. 9. 27.and all in order to this,that the Soul may be maſter over 
the body,and Jeſus Chriſt over both; and this is chat maſtery which 
we ſhouldall earneſtly contend for. Old H#ario» compares his Body 
to an Aſs, which ifit be too much pampered endeavours to throw his 
rider;and therefore faith he to hisBody,faciam aſine ut non calcitres, 
O Aſs I will ſo look to thee,and keep thee down, that thou ſhalt not 
ſpurn againſt thy Maſter. The way to do this, isto croſs our ſelves 
moſt in thoſe things wherein the fleſh moſt pleaſes it ſel, whatever 
may make thy Soul proud , or wanton,do not give way to it for a 
moment. Some pride themſelves in the excrements of nature,as long 


hair, ſome in the garments which cover nature(though indeed they 
| are 
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are but poor borrowed coyerlids from other creatnres )Jand ſo glory. 
in the hidings of their ſhame,and nakedneſs, ſome pride thenifelyes 
inthe ornaments of nature,talineſs,ſtrength, beauty, &c.O labourto 
deny.chy ſelf moſt in theſe things, which puffand ſwell thee up : fo. 
whatever makes thy Soul wanton,as wine,or fulneſs of bread, or any 
thing elſe , ſer a, knife to thy throat, Prov.23.2,3.be not deſirous of 
ſuch dainties , for they are deceitfull meat,they may make rich thy 
ribs, but bankrupt thy Soul. The popiſh penance is ridiculous, and con- 
' temptible, to-laſh the body one day in @ yeer, or to go barefootto 
ſach a ſhrine,&wear a cord about the waſte, &c. but Chriſts penitence 
is very neceſſary, If thy right eye offend pluck it our, or thy right 
hand cur ic off, Afatth. 29. 30.croſs thy fleſhin many lawfull com- 
forts; if the Son of the boadwoman,rebel againſt the Son of the free 
woman, better in-this ſenſe to go with 7acob,lame and balting to hea- 
. . -m"_g g0 dancing to-hell, as too many thouſands do by troops 
together. - | 

4 In death; be willing for the good of thy Squl to ſuffer in thy Bo= 
dy. be contented that thy Body-ſhould be withered, that thy Soul may 
be the more freſh and green,that the old bouſe ſhould be puld down 
ro the ground, that the Soul may take poſſeſſion of a new building. 
As Chrults ſorrow.,and ſhame,was-our way to happineſs and glory,fo 
the ſuffering and breaking of the pitcher of the Body is the only way 
* for the Soulto be made a veſſel of honour.The cloth muſt be cut to 

pieces, before it can be made up into a rich robe, or ornamental gar- 
ment,the timber hewedor ſawn into ſeveral quarters before the beaus 
riful KruRure can be erected, as inre ation we muſt exxere, be- 
fore wecan induere,put off, theold man before we can pur on the new, 
Eph.5.22,23-0 in glorification too the 01d Ada; mult dy,fleſh muſt 
. periſh, before we can be a new lump.The new corn inthe fields inthe 

Cneele from the dying of the old in the Winter.Better bear an in- 

conveniencethan a miſchuef, death ro-the good man is but an incon- 
venience,the miſchief would be worſe; ſhovldſt cthou not dy, thou 
would{t bur live to fin, to be ſeparated from thy Husband, to be ab- 
ſent from the Lord, be not troubled then O gracious Soul, at thy bit- 
ter journey, at the narrow bridge thou mult paſs over, ſay with the 
Martyr, itisbut winking,and thouartat home, think ofcen onthy - 
Journeys end. ET DRLItL 651072 

To conclude all, let us labour to live the life of Srepher, alife of 
{aith , and holineſs, and ro dy with this prayer of Srephers.in its full 
Rrength and latitude, Lord Jeſus recetve. my. Spirit. 
| FINIS. 


